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         “There has been only one CHRISTmas — 
       the rest are anniversaries”

W.J. Cameron

5 PM
Sunday, October 14, 2018

December 9
3 PM and 6 PM

 The First Baptist Pelham Christmas 
Festival is just around the corner and I want 
to invite YOU to be a part of this year’s ex-
perience. You’ll have two opportunities to 
worship with us, as we’ll present the pro-
gram on Sunday, December 9, at 3 PM and 
again at 6 PM. This year’s program will be 
a truly multi-generational worship experi-
ence, as all age groups will be participating. 
I’m very excited about this year’s Christ-
mas Worship Experience and I hope you’ll 
make plans now to join us on December 9.

-Brett Fuller



2   A Word from Our Pastor

Dear Pelham Faith Family,
 
 One of my favorite and most meaningful traditions of 
Christmas is the simple, yet splendid, reading of the Christmas 
story.  It is Luke who records for us the familiar account: And 
there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping 
watch over their flocks at night.  An angel of the Lord appeared 
to them, and the glory of the LORD shone around them, and 
they were terrified.  But the angel said to them, “Do not be 
afraid.  I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all 
the people.  Today in the town of David a Savior has been 
born to you; he is Christ the LORD.  This will be a sign to 
you: You will find the baby wrapped in cloths and lying in 
a manger.”  Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host 
appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest, and 
on earth peace to men on whom his favor rests.”  When the angels had left them and 
gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this 
thing that has happened, which the LORD has told us about.” So they hurried off and 
found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the manger.  When they had 
seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been told them about this child, 
and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them.  May we never 
lose the wonder and amazement of the Incarnation.  God sank himself down into our 
flesh to make the way so that we might dwell with Him forever.  May we go and see this 
Christ-child and then go and tell everyone what we have seen and heard.  May we look 
in the manger and see the missional mandate of the Messiah!  To God be the Glory!!
  As we finish 2018, let us finish strong.  May we finish well in our worship 
attendance, evangelism, missions, and stewardship.  Each December we have 
spectacular seasonal worship experiences that point us to Christ, opportunities to 
give, go, and share the Gospel, and we have the privilege to give eagerly to the Lottie 
Moon Christmas Offering.  Every dollar given for this special annual offering goes to 
help support our International Mission Board (IMB) missionaries planted throughout 
the world.  Let me also encourage you to finish well in the giving of our tithes and 
offerings to the ministry of this faith family.  Historically, December is a very generous 
month of the year and may this year be no different.  Thank you in advance for your 
faithful and joyful generosity. Be blessed and may you have a Merry Christmas!
 
Your Pastor and Friend,
Daven    
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Children’s Ministry 
 Another Christmas season is upon us. 
We have many things going on here in the 
Children’s Department to add to your already 
full calendars. Most importantly, however, 
we want you to slow down. Take some time 
with your family. Remember that what is most 
important about this time of year can’t be 
bought in a store or at Amazon.com. Spending 
time with your kids, reading the Christmas 
story, singing carols and just being together 
can’t be shoehorned into time leftover from all 
the hustle. Your children take their cues from 
you, so find some traditions this year that they 
will be happy to pass on to their own children 
in years to come. It’s never too late to start!  

  We have our Birthday Party for Jesus on Sunday, December 9th at 3:00 pm during the first 
performance of our Choir Christmas Program.  All our 3K-5K children are invited to join us in the 
Children’s Wing Activity Room on the 2nd Floor. We also have Christmas Caroling for our 1st-5th Grade 
CREW kids on Wednesday, December 12th at 6:30.  Remember that your child needs a 2018 Medical 
Release form on file to participate in this activity.                    Jonathan 
Williams

 Worship Ministry 
 Please mark your calendar and plan to join us on Sunday, 
December 9 for this year’s “First Baptist Pelham Christmas Festival!” 
at 3:00 and 6:00 p.m. This year’s program will be a whirlwind 
of excitement and hopefully something new for your family to 
experience. When I started planning the program back in May, I had a 
strong desire to see all generations involved in the entire program. We 
must encourage and raise up a new generation of life long worshipers 
and leaders from within these walls. God has called us to invest into 
all generations and to disciple each person. The Children’s Choirs, 
Youth Worship Team & Band, along with the Adult Worship Choir 

have all been learning the same music, as each participant will be a part of the entire program. Many of 
this year’s solos will feature students and children, along with our adults. You’ll have the opportunity to 
witness a true portrait of what it means to be a multi-generational church! It’s going to be INCREDIBLE!
 Also…don’t miss our preschool choir, as they present their short Christmas musical  “Where’s 
Baby Jesus?” - 10 minutes prior to the 3:00 p.m. service. 
 Cathy and I love you and consider it our honor and joy to serve with each of you. Make 
plans now to invite many of your friends, neighbors and co-workers to this year’s program. I 
can’t wait to see you on December 9, as we celebrate the First Baptist Pelham Christmas Festival!
             Blessings,
             Brett



44  The Counselor’s Corner 

“Off to one side sits a group of shepherds.

They sit silently on the floor, perhaps perplexed,

perhaps in awe, no doubt in amazement.

Their night watch had been interrupted by an explosion of light from heaven

and a symphony of angels.

God goes to those who have time to hear him—

and so on this cloudless night he went to simple shepherds.”

—Max Lucado

Merry Christmas from The HOPE Counselling Center of  First Baptist Pelham.

  Student Ministry
 It is almost Christmas time.  This is always the time of year that makes you look back and reflect 
on what has happened.  For my family, it has been a great year.  God has really blessed us this year.  
God has us serving in an amazing church that is moving, growing, and reaching people for Him.  We 
have watched our three little ones continue to grow so fast.  They are learning so much though school 
and church.  We are very thankful for a church family that loves us and helps disciple our kids.    
 God has also done some amazing things in the Student Ministry here at FBC Pelham.  We have 
seen our students grow in their relationship with God.  It all started with a spark during DNOW, and has 
continued through our discipleship programs, mission trips, and events.  We have seen and are seeing 
our student bond with each other as they work together to in their service of the Lord.  
 It has been a true blessing to watch God move in the life of my family and the Student Ministry 
this year.  I pray that many of you have also experienced the blessings of God.  However, I am aware 
that the things of this world sometimes feel like curses instead of blessings.  But we can find refuge 
from this world as we look back on the Christmas story.  Because the greatest blessing this world ever 
received came on that first Christmas morning.  Our Savior Jesus Christ was born.  No matter what you 
have experienced this year, I want to remind you that the Christmas story shows that God is in control 
of every detail.  He was on the first Christmas, and He still is today.  May your Christmas be great 
because of the love of Christ.  
                      Matt Wright 
                   Student Pastor



5 Activities/Outreach Ministries
 Wow, what a year! I went into last year excited about getting a new knee. I had to have a 
procedure for a filter to catch any stray blood clots, and a total knee replacement. Two weeks after the 
surgery I had a hematoma, a bacteria, a second surgery, a second hospital stay, a PICC line, some really 
strong antibiotics, a procedure to have a filter taken out and a third surgery to try and get more range of 
motion from my knee. It was not what I hoped for. 
 We often ask children, “What do you want for Christmas?”. Sometimes we are just curious and 
sometimes we are looking for clues, so Santa will know what to leave. We don’t always get what we 
want. Things don’t always turn out like we hoped. I’m pretty sure Mary and Joseph would have hoped 
for a better first night for the Son of God to be born. Maybe they felt like the first visitors should have 
been more than just some stinkin’ shepherds to see the King of Kings. But it’s what they got. So, Mary 
wrapped Him in swaddling clothes and laid Him in a manager because there was no room for them in 
the Inn. It makes me wonder- did Mary hope for more?
 As I continue to take a strong antibiotic every day, I have decided to trust God more in all the 
small details of my life. I want to look at each situation – whether it’s what I hoped for or not – and just 
trust Him. I want to complain less and be more content. It will start with Christmas when I get socks and 
underwear instead of a new big screen TV. I guess I wrote this to remind me and you that Proverbs 3 
tells us to “trust in the Lord with all you heart and lean not on your own understanding, in all your ways 
acknowledge Him and he will direct your paths”. Merry Christmas. I love you all and I am glad God put 
us here to serve Him with you. 
 Upward Basketball games begin this month! I hope you will take a Saturday and drop by to 
watch a game or two. We start at 8:30 and finish at 5:30. We still have several options for you to sign-
up and help with some aspect of our league. We will play December 1st. 8th and 15th and resume our 
league on January 5th.                 —Donnie Sisk

 Women’s Ministry
     Ladies, WMU will meet Monday, 
December 12, at 10:00 AM in the 
Quad Room. Our special emphasis 
is on International Missions and our 

monthly project is the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering for 
International Missions.           

 The ladies of the church 
are invited to join us Sunday after 
church in the Annex on January 6, 
2019 for a “women in ministry 
potluck”. Bring a dish and enjoy 
fellowship with your church family.

     Our next meeting will be on Tuesday, 
December 11, at 11:00 AM in the Annex. Bring 
your favorite food to share and a friend or two. 
We always have a great time together!

 Senior Adult Ministry
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Congratulations to: 
…Alyson and Austin Smith on the birth of John Brantley Landman Smith on October 15th weighing 
8 lbs 14 ozs and measuring 22 1/2 inches. Proud grandparents are Cynthia and Larry Smith. John 
Brantley’s siblings are Brayden, Grayson and Easton.
…Paige and Steve Martinez on the birth of Levi Rush Martinez on October 30th weighing 7 lbs 7 ozs 
and measuring 10 1/2 inches. Levi’s big sisters are Eva and Scarlet.
…Holly and Ed Rusch on the birth of Hannah-Faith Montine Rusch on November 7th weighing 9 lbs 
11 ozs. Her brothers and sisters are Kat, Aden, Gray, Owen, Amelia and Jacob.

Our Church Family

… PL Blake and friends of 
Shirley Blake in her death 
on November 12th.
…Cindy Day and family 
in the death of her mother,   

       Barbara Hicks, on November 19th.

Welcome New Members

Wendy Patton (by statement)
Randy Patton (for baptism)

 Thank you for the love and support you have shown our family in Panama City, Florida. The 
clothing, the food, the toys and the monetary gifts you gave are so appreciated and were so needed. 
The efforts of the construction team are incredible and so very helpful. It is a pleasure and joy to 
be part of such a giving and caring church and we appreciate everything you did in the spirit of the 
love shown to us by our Savior. Our prayer is that Christ is glorified. We love and appreciate you.
                Judy Richardson and Rob, Ada, Andrew and Lauren Pritchett

 Thank you

NOT PICTURED

Eddie and Kaye Cole
(by letter)

Reese Jones
(for baptism)

Thank you for helping 
reach children around 
the world with the Love 
of Christ. We were able 
to collect 857 Opera-
tion Christmas Child 
boxes!

Sharron and Randy Atkinson
(by letter)
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7 December Schedule

SUNDAY SCHEDULE 
7:00 AM   Prayer Time
8, 9:15, 10:45 AM  Sunday School & Morning Worship
9:15 AM    KIDS Church (Elementary)
10:45 AM  Wigglin Worship (3K-5K)

December Pastoral Staff Weekend On-call Rotation

December 1-2 - Jonathan Williams - 223-4277  December 8-9 - Daven Watkins - 533-3694

December 15-16 - Matt Wright - 538-6081  December 22-23 - Donnie Sisk - 620-1157, 567-7475 
December 29-30 - Brett Fuller - 972-809-6163

     Sunday        Monday          Tuesday     Wednesday Thursday      Friday    Saturday

WEDNESDAY SCHEDULE 
5:30 PM   Preschool Choir, Children’s Choir, Band Rehearsal
6:15 PM   Preschool CREW, Children’s CREW, RIOT for Students and
 Choir Rehearsal
8:30 PM Band Rehearsal 
  

Q = Quad Room
A = Annex

S = Sanctuary

6 PM
Finance Committee

1 PM 
Crafty Chicks (Q)

6 PM 
Visitation

6 PM 
Visitation

11:00 AM
Senior Adult
Luncheon

(A)

1 PM 
Crafty Chicks (Q)

10 AM
WMU (Q)

6 PM 
Visitation

5 PM 
American Heritage 

Girls

7 PM 
ESL

7 PM 
ESL

7 PM 
ESL

1 PM 
Crafty Chicks (Q)

6 PM
Upward Practices

5:30-8:30
Upward Practices

5:30-8:30
Upward Practices

6 PM
Upward Practices

5:30-8:30
Upward Practices

5:30-8:30
Upward Practices

9:30 AM 
Preschool Moms

Connect

No Evening
Activities

5 PM 
American Heritage 

Girls

CHURCH 
OFFICES CLOSED

CHURCH OFFICES 
CLOSED

12 PM
Discovery Class

(A)

3 PM
Preschool

Birthday Party 
for Jesus

3 PM & 6 PM
Christmas 
Festival

12 PM
Special Called

Business Meeting
(Budget Vote)

Upward Baskeetball 
Games Begin

First Game: 8:30
Last Game: 5:30

Upward Baskeetball 
Games

First Game: 8:30
Last Game: 5:30

Upward Baskeetball 
Games

First Game: 8:30
Last Game: 5:30

OCC 
Boxes Delivery Trip

No Midweek 
Gathering

Other Groups
Are Meeting

Choir at 6:15

No Midweek 
Gathering

Other Groups
Are Meeting

6:15 
1st-5th Grades

Caroling
6:30

Business Mtg. (Q)

No Evening
Activities

5 PM
Christmas Eve Service

CHURCH OFFICES 
CLOSED

CHURCH OFFICES 
CLOSED

CHURCH OFFICES 
CLOSED

CHURCH OFFICES 
CLOSED
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     Pelham Vision is published one time per month. Items 
for publication are accepted on a space-available basis and 
are subject to Post Office regulations for our class of mail. 
Please submit in writing or email pat@fbcpelham.org. 
No phone submissions, please.
     Pelham Vision exists to inform and to show the Good 
News in action.
     Check out all our activities and read us online at 
www.fbcpelham.org.                 

CHURCH STAFF
Dr. Daven Watkins, Senior Pastor
Rev. Don Dixon, Administrative Pastor
Rev. Brett Fuller, Worship Pastor
Rev. Donnie Sisk, Assoc. Pastor:Activities/Outreach
Rev. Jonathan Williams, Preschool/Children’s Director
Rev. Matt Wright, Student Pastor

GENERAL INFORMATION
Office Hours: Monday-Friday, 8:00-5:00
Church Office Phone: 664-0237
Children’s Offices: 216-0028
HOPE Center: 663-2779
Kindergarten/Mom’s Day Out: 663-7455
Sunday School Annex: 620-5228
 (All phones are area code 205)
Website - www.fbcpelham.org 

2867 Pelham Parkway
Pelham, Alabama 35124-1728

Monthly publications are subject to change. Please check www.fbcpelham.org for the latest information.


