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“Remember: the real star 
was in the manger, 

not in the sky!”
—copied

December, 2019

Sunday, Dec 15th Sunday, Dec 15th 
3:00pm & 6:00pm



2   A Word from Our Pastor
Dear FBC Faith Family,
 
 As we enter the Christmas season, let us recall the words of 
the prophet Isaiah who wrote some 700 years before the coming of 
Christ, The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on 
those living in the land of the shadow of death a light has dawned…
For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government 
will be on his shoulders.  And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, 
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  Of the increase 
of his government and peace there will be no end.  He will reign on 
David’s throne and over his kingdom, establishing and upholding it 
with justice and righteousness from that time on and forever.  The 
zeal of the LORD Almighty will accomplish this. (Isaiah 9:2, 6-7).  
May this Christmas season be the most glorious one ever for you 
and your family.  Please know that Jane Ellen, Molly Grace, Nathan, and I wish you a very merry 
Christmas!  We love you!!! 
 Throughout the month of December we will preach through a sermon series entitled “Once 
Upon a Time: the Beginnings of the 4 Gospels.”  Have you ever noticed that each Gospel writer 
begins his Gospel story at a different point of reference?  Is that significant?  Is there something 
valuable there for us to learn about the identity of Jesus?  Join us each Sunday morning throughout 
December as we take a closer look at the beginning passages of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John.  
 Let me conclude by making mention that December is a GREAT time to give!  Please 
prayerfully consider your end of year financial contributions to the ministry of the church and 
your gift to the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering.  Each December you are extremely generous to 
the life and work of the church and this year we need a significant gift from you.  In order for us to 
make the proposed 2019 budget, the contributions for this month will need to total approximately 
$400,000.  Allow me to put that in perspective.  Over the past several years, this final month has 
totaled an average contribution of approximately $325,000.  Therefore, please consider giving 
just a little bit more in your December contributions than you normally so faithfully offer unto 
the LORD.  At the same time we will demonstrate great generosity towards the Lottie Moon 
Christmas Offering for International Missions.  This annual gift to the SBC International Mission 
Board has been used by God to support missionaries and their work literally around the entire 
globe.  At the time of the writing of this article, our Lottie Moon goal has not yet been set but we 
will begin promoting that goal soon.  
 May the LORD bless you and keep you; the LORD make his face shine upon you and be 
gracious to you; the LORD turn his face toward you and give you peace.      
 
Your Pastor and Friend,
Daven 



3 Worship Ministry

 I’m so excited to be writing this article!!! It’s December and the months of hard work and extra rehearsals 
will finally pay off for the Worship Ministry. I want to say how proud I am of every member of our 
Worship Ministry. The choir has been working hard and learning very challenging music. Our children’s 
choirs have been singing their hearts out every Wednesday evening in preparation for Sunday morning 
December 8. Our orchestra has been faithfully rehearsing on Wednesday evenings during the month of 
November, and finally, our media team has been putting in many hours of preparation for this year’s 
program. Many have made sacrifices in their personal schedules, and for this…I am forever grateful. 
Please mark your calendars and plan to join us on the following dates. 

First, our adult choir will combine 
with choirs and vocalists from ten 
Shelby county churches to form a 
community mass choir for the Pelham 
Tree Lighting event on Thursday, 
December 5. The entire event is 
free and is 100% family friendly. 
Come enjoy music, cookies and hot 
chocolate, ice-skating, ornament 
decorating and a visit with Santa. I 
want to encourage you to come out 
and support our community mass 
choir Thursday, December 5, at the 
Pelham Civic Center. Everything 
begins at 6:30 p.m.

On Sunday, December 8, we will 
present a multi-generational morning 
of worship. The platform and loft will be filled with children, students, & adults leading our church body 
in worship as we prepare to hear a powerful message from Pastor Daven! 

Finally, the Adult Christmas Program will be on Sunday, December 15, at 3:00 & 6:00 p.m. This year’s 
program is entitled “Proclaim!” You’ll hear incredible music, which will tell how the angels, the star, and 
the cross all proclaim Christ. With a full orchestra and media elements, you’ll be encouraged with the 
message of Christmas. Who will you invite to join you on December 15?

Once again, we’re asking you to consider providing light finger foods and sandwiches for the choir 
& orchestra to enjoy in-between the two performances on the 15th. You may simply sign up in your 
Sunday School class to bring something. As always, we are very grateful for your hospitality towards the 
Worship Ministry during this time.

Cathy and I love you and we look forward to seeing you in worship. May Christ be exalted and the 
message of Christmas be boldly proclaimed during the month of December.
                Blessings,          
                Brett Fuller

 



4 Senior Adult Ministry 

SEASON’S GREETINGS FROM YOUR SENIOR ADULT MINISTRY.  Some of the most 
beautiful times of the calendar come in November, December and January.  Everything revolves 
around God’s love gift to the world celebrated at Christmas. The 
gift of Christ produces all our reasons and motives for giving 
thanks and also guarantees hope for entering a new year.  Sharron 
and I look forward to sharing this season and all the holidays with 
you again this year.

OUR SECOND MISSION TRIP FOR 2019 IS DECEMBER 9—the Atlanta trip to work with the 
shoeboxes sent to Samaritan’s Purse. Operation Christmas Child is a very special and meaningful 
ministry and we will be blessed to support, learn, and serve. You are welcome to participate and can 
still sign up. See me for more details.

THE DECEMBER SENIOR ADULT LUNCHEON AND PROGRAM COME ON DECEMBER 
10. In honor of the season’s tradition we will provide ham and sweet potato casserole and those 
attending are asked to bring food items to contribute to this menu. The program will feature the music 
and ministry of Eileen Mitchell. We met her when we toured the State Board of Missions last spring.  
Eileen works with the Sunday School Department and is a specialist in Senior Adult Ministry.

LOOKING TO 2020, here are two significant events and the dates. On January 12 we will resume 
Sunday Night Bible Study. Our focus will be the GOSPEL OF JOHN and anyone is welcome to join 
us at 5 PM on Sunday evenings in the Quad Room.  Then the annual and long time Senior Adult 
Mission Trip to Mission Lab in New Orleans is March 22–27, 2020.  You are welcome to participate 
and sign ups are now underway.                    —Randy 

 WMU
 The last 2019 meeting of our WMU will be our Christmas meeting on 
Monday, December 9th, at 10 AM in the Quad Room. Jack Roberts will be our 
guest speaker. We are sure you saw the video on Sunday morning, November 

10th, concerning Mr. Roberts’ most recent mission trip 
to Peru. He has a great love for the people of Peru, and 
we are sure you will want to hear everything he has 
to say about his many mission trips to South America. 
Come join us on December 9th. You really don’t want 
to miss this one. Our project will be the Lottie Moon 
Christmas Offering for International Missions.
 



5Activities/Outreach Ministries

 Student Ministry
 It is almost Christmas time. This is always the time of year that makes you look back and reflect 
on what has happened. For my family, it has been a great year. We have watched our three little ones 
continue to grow so fast.  Connor has entered the Student Ministry with me, which is exciting and weird 
at the same time. Emily started Kindergarten, and Mason is now in the 4th grade. They are learning 
so much through school and church. We are very thankful for a church family that loves us and helps 
disciple our kids.    
 God has also done some amazing things in the Student Ministry here at FBC Pelham. We have 
seen a shift in our students as they grow in their relationship with God. This Fall we launched our new 
leadership program, and we are seeing great growth from it. Our current Senior class is leading in a way 
that is making everyone feel welcome, and we are seeing many visitors and people coming to Christ. We 
have had some great events and worship services as our students bond with each other and they work 
together in their service of the Lord.  
 It has been a true blessing to watch God move in the life of my family and the Student Ministry 
this year. I pray that many of you have also experienced the blessings of God as well. No matter what you 
have experienced this year, I want to remind you that the Christmas story is one of Hope and a Promise 
of God’s goodness. May your Christmas be great because of the Great God we serve. 
                       —Matt

 

 “Christmas is the worst day of my life. It was the day my mother died.” Every year I remember 
interviewing Mr. Davis and being shocked at his answer to my question, “What’s the best part of 
Christmas? It was over 30 years ago and yet every year I remember and process his answer.
 My girls are coming home; I can’t wait. It will be loud and crazy and a glimpse of the way it used 
to be when they were young. It’s hard for me to realize it’s not the greatest time of the year for everybody. 
Maybe it’s that way for you. Maybe it’s the first Christmas without a beloved family member. Maybe 
you’ve gone through divorce, or job loss, or you’re dealing with depression.
 Sometimes we get caught in the season and forget why it’s the season in the first place. “Jesus 
is born!” Possibly the greatest announcement in announcement history. I say possibly because “He is 
Risen!” may trump it. “Jesus is born!” Say it, right now. Are you smiling? No matter how bad things 
are or seem to be to you, remembering God loved you so much he sent his Son, wrapped up as the first 
Christmas present in swaddling clothes, to live, die and live again should excite you. It should make you 
smile. So, Christmas is the best day of my life because it reminds me of the day Jesus was born. Merry 
Christmas.
 Upward games begin this month. Games will be played December 7, 14 and 21. We begin at 8:30  
and end at 5:30. Stop by and watch, visit the concession stand and meet our Upward Family.
 If you’d like to be a part of this ministry email Holly at hkelley@fbcpelham.org and we’ll find you 
a job!



6  Welcome New Members

Not Pictured: Don and Patsy Wilson, (By Letter) Vinnie Cutts (By Letter) Rob, Lynn and Kaid Rigdon (By Letter)

Preschool/Children’s Ministry
 During this busy Christmas season, we want to encourage you as a family to take some time to 
slow down. It is so easy to lose the message of Christ in the midst of school programs, cookie baking, and 
shopping for one more present. Carve out some family time every day to read the Scriptures together. Your 
children take their cues from you, so find some traditions this year that they will be happy to pass on to 
their own children in years to come. It’s never too late to start!

 We have our Birthday 
Party for Jesus on Sun-
day, December 15th at 
3:00 during the Christ-
mas Musical. All of 
our 3K-5K children 
are invited to join us 
in the Children’s Wing 
Activity Room on the 
2nd floor. We will have 
Christmas Caroling for 
all of our 1st-5th Grade 

CREW kids on Wednesday, December 18th at 6:15. Remember 
that your child needs a 2019 Medical Release Form on file to 
come caroling with us. 
 As you start to fill in that new 2020 calendar, here are the 
2020 dates that you need to remember.  Mark them down now so 
that you don’t miss out.  Grace and peace to you and your family 
this month.                        —Jonathan
       

 

Corey and Amanda 
(by letter)

Maggie Kennedy
(for baptism)

Also Pictured:
Aubrey Kennedy

Ames and Rick Rhoades
(by letter)

Cathleen and Blake 
Thackston

(for baptism)

Kyle and Beth Stokes
(by letter)

Lizzy Stokes
(for baptism)

Also Pictured:
Emelia and Eva Stokes
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7 December Schedule

SUNDAY SCHEDULE 
7:00 AM   Prayer Time
8, 9:15, 10:45 AM  Sunday School
9:15, 10:45 AM Sunday School & Morning Worship
9:15 AM    KIDS Church (Elementary)
10:45 AM  Wigglin Worship (3K-5K)
5:00 PM  Elementary Bible Drill
  Preschool FW Friends 
  Adult D-Groups 

December Pastoral Staff Weekend On-call Rotation
December 7-8  - Jonathan Williams - 205-223-4277 December 21-22 - Donnie Sisk - 205-567-7475
December 14-15 - Brett Fuller - 972-809-6163  December 28-29 - Don Dixon - 205-504-0558 

     Sunday        Monday          Tuesday     Wednesday Thursday      Friday    Saturday

WEDNESDAY SCHEDULE 
4:45 PM  Church Family Dinner in the Annex
5:30 PM  Children Choir, Band Rehearsal  
6:15 PM  Preschool Choir and CREW and Elementary CREW 
               The Wednesday Night Gathering, Student RIOT 
7:15 PM  Choir Rehearsal 
8:30 PM  Band Rehearsal 
  

6 PM 
Visitation

11 AM
Senior Adult 
Luncheon
(Annex)

6:30 PM
American Heritage

Girls

6 PM 
Visitation

10 AM
WMU

(Quad Room)

7 PM
ESL

7 PM
ESL 

7 PM
ESL 

Deacon Ordination 
for Jason Walker

6 PM 
Visitation

3 PM and 6 PM
Christmas 
Program!

Senior Adults
Go to Atlanta
for Operation

Christmas Child

Mission Trip to Kenya
December 20-January 2

6:30 PM
Pelham Christmas

Tree Lighting

5:30 Business Mtg
in the Annex

Last Dinner 
of the Year

All Evening Activities
Except 

The Gathering

All 
Evening Activities

Except 
The Gathering

3 PM
3K-5K

Birthday Party for 
Jesus

6:15 PM
1st-5th Grades

Christmas
Caroling
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     Pelham Vision is published one time per month. Items 
for publication are accepted on a space-available basis and 
are subject to Post Office regulations for our class of mail. 
Please submit in writing or email pat@fbcpelham.org. 
No phone submissions, please.
     Pelham Vision exists to inform and to show the Good 
News in action.
     Check out all our activities and read us online at 
www.fbcpelham.org.                 

CHURCH STAFF
Dr. Daven Watkins, Senior Pastor
Rev. Don Dixon, Administrative Pastor
Rev. Brett Fuller, Worship Pastor
Rev. Donnie Sisk, Assoc. Pastor:Activities/Outreach
Rev. Jonathan Williams, Preschool/Children’s Director
Rev. Matt Wright, Student Pastor
Dr. Randy Atkinson, Associate Pastor: Senior Adults

GENERAL INFORMATION
Office Hours: Monday-Friday, 8:00-5:00
Church Office Phone: 664-0237
HOPE Center: 663-2779
Kindergarten/Mom’s Day Out: 663-7455
 (All phones are area code 205)
Website - www.fbcpelham.org 

2867 Pelham Parkway
Pelham, Alabama 35124-1728

Monthly publications are subject to change. Please check www.fbcpelham.org for the latest information.

Wednesday Night Meals 

Church Family Meal at 4:45 p.m.

Please check the First Baptist Church of 
Pelham website and/or your Sunday 
bulletin for current menus.

Prices: Adults - - - - - - - - - - - - $  5.00
 Children (12 and under) -  $  3.50

Reservations: 
 Before noon on Monday (no exceptions, please)

This is a volunteer, self-supporting ministry (non-profit) from 
our church cook team.
(Complimentary dinner for 1st time visitors by reservation.)
  

   Someone has written that people use Xmas, and  
   it means Xhaustion, Xcuses, Xchanges, Xtrava- 
   gances, Xasperations, Xhibitions and wordly  
   Xcitement. How much better to make Christ the  
   very center of our Christmas observances and  
   know joy, happiness, sharing and contentment in  
   Him. Keep Christ in Christmas!          —copied


