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“Love God extravagantly.
Thank Him profusely.
Worship Him lavishly.”
Vernon M. Whaley,
Liberty University School of Music

“ Mak i n g D i sc i p les for G lobal Im pac t”
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A Word from Our Pastor

Dear FBC Pelham Family,
I have made mention before but it bears repeating that
one day some children were asked to describe love and their
responses were inquisitive and insightful. A five year old
boy named Karl said, “Love is when a girl puts on perfume
and a boy puts on cologne and they go out and smell each
other.” Noelle, a six year old girl, said, “Love is when you
tell a guy you like his shirt, and then he wears it like every
day.” Chris, a five year old, said, “Love is when Mommy sees
Daddy smelly and sweaty and still says he is more handsomer
than Brad Pitt.” Chrissy said, “Love is when you go out to eat
and give somebody most of your French fries without making
them give you any of theirs.” Jessica, an eight year old, said, “You really shouldn’t say
‘I love you’ unless you mean it. But if you really mean it, you should say it a lot because
people forget.” In case you ever forget, let me remind you that I love you and I thank
God for you! It is my great high privilege to serve as your pastor and I am thrilled to
grow together in Christ with you. As we read in I John may we always remember, “Dear
friends, let us love one another for love comes from God.” God’s love is so contagious!
Since I have been infected by the love of Christ, I am compelled to love others as Christ
has loved me.
This is a great time to be part of this faith family. Upward Celebration is slated
for Sunday, February 3 at 3:00 in the Sanctuary. Our Children’s Ministry D-Now is
February 8-9 and our Student Ministry D-Now weekend is February 15-17. “Together at
the Springs” Marriage Conference is February 22-23 with an extended date night option
through February 24. This conference is being led by Dale and Jena Forehand, and Jane
Ellen and I have the awesome privilege of being one of the break out leaders for that
weekend. You can easily register for this conference by going to our church website and
clicking the tab. Please note that the early bird special is through January 31. In addition
to our Sunday morning worship experience, the mid-week Gathering service is in full
swing. Make plans to join us every Sunday for Sunday School and Worship and each
Wednesday evening at 6:15 throughout the month of February. See you soon and often!
Your Pastor and Friend,
Daven

Senior Adult Ministry
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SENIOR ADULT MINISTRY NEWS

Hold the date of FEBRUARY 12 for a special banquet
luncheon and program. Come at 11:00 as usual, but expect some
special decorations and a different plan for the menu. The meal will
be furnished and we ask those who attend to pay $5.00 to cover the
cost of the meal. Deadline is February 9 for you to reserve your
place so that we will be able to make adequate plans for seating and the meal. Call Natalin in the church
office to let us know you are coming. You may pay at the door or turn in money ahead of time to Randy
Atkinson, Bonnie Elder or Pam Dunaway.				
		
—Randy Atkinson

Children’s Ministry

2019 is in full swing here in the Preschool and Children’s Ministry! We had a great time at our Winter Swim, and
we are looking forward to a great DNow on Feb. 8th and 9th.
Don’t miss our first Family Fun Night of the year on March 8th!
We are already planning VBS 2019. Please email Carole to volunteer today. VBS is always a great Summer kick-off!
I am excited to roll out a new teaching tool for you
to utilize in teaching your children about the Bible. There is
an organization called the Bible Project that produces short
recap videos about each book of the Bible. The videos last
less than ten minutes each but are loaded with great detail
about the Bible and are produced in an easy to watch format. I will send out links to one video a week. Please take
advantage of this teaching tool in the discipleship of your
child. I would love to hear how you are using these videos with your family!		
—Jonathan Williams

44

Student Ministry

Worship Ministry
It’s been a great start to 2019 in the Worship Ministry. All of our choirs have hit the ground running.
Our Preschool & Children’s Choirs are both preparing new music to lead in the Gathering soon. Also, our
Children’s Choir will begin working on a Spring Musical called “Star Quest,” which they will perform on
Wednesday, April 24. Now is a perfect time to get your student involved in choir. It will be an exciting
Spring semester.
The adult choir has recently started preparing for Maundy Thursday & Easter Sunday. The music is
incredible. I’m putting together an orchestra for Easter Sunday. I welcome all skilled high school and adult
players to join us. Please contact me if you’d like more information.
Finally, I want to encourage you to consider joining the Worship Ministry. I only have two requirements
to be a worship leader here at FBCP; you must have a heart of worship and a love for Jesus. Did you notice
that I didn’t refer to our singers as choir members? Yes, they sing in the choir, but they are much more than
singers. I truly believe that each person that stands on the platform, whether they are singing or playing an
instrument, is a God called worship leader. Each person’s passion for Christ is contagious, and that’s exactly
what we need and want on the platform….contagious leaders.
Join Cathy and me as our personal guest on Wednesdays, immediately following The Gathering. No
audition is required, just a contagious spirit and a heart for Christ. Come be a part of an authentic gathering
of worshippers on Wednesdays!! You won’t regret it...I promise.
											
											

I hope to see you soon!
Brett

The Counselor’s Corner
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Too Much Clutter
Now that we are into the New Year and with spring just around the corner, it’s a good time to take
stock of the “clutter” in our life. We can certainly have spiritual and emotional clutter, but I want to focus on
how physical clutter, like the clutter in our environment, can affect us emotionally or mentally.
Susan Whitbourne, PhD., Psychology Today (2017), examined several studies on the contribution
of clutter to one’s physical and mental well-being. The studies found that living in clutter impedes one’s
sanctuary or safe place. If the environment feels chaotic, the individual experiences a greater amount of stress
which in turn leads to stress eating.
In the workplace, a comfortable environment that is clutter free plays an essential role in “mental
hygiene”. While it’s important to personalize one’s surroundings in the workplace, too much clutter causes
the individual to become less productive. We can all attest to the stress we feel when our desk is stacked with
work, as well as the relief we feel when we can clear off our desk.
Research supports the proposition that clutter is associated with age related memory loss. Environmental
clutter leads to mental clutter which can be characterized by anxiety, loss of memory and an inability to
process information resulting in a less productive employee.
De-cluttering is essential for maintaining satisfaction and decreased stress at home and in the
workplace. Getting rid of the clutter can improve your physical life, allow your cognitive abilities to function
better and allow you to be more productive; all leading to a more relaxed life.
Ecclesiastes 3:1 tells us “To everything there is a season and a time to every purpose under heaven”.
The upcoming spring season is commonly known as a time to do some “spring cleaning”. This is “a time to
get and a time to give up, a time to keep and a time to throw away”, Ecclesiastes 3:6 (NIV). So get out the
trash bag. You will be better for it mentally, physically and most importantly, spiritually.
										
								
		

Linda Story
The HOPE Counseling Center

WMU will meet Monday, February 11, at 10 AM in the Quad Room. Our program will be presented by Judy Hickman who will inform us about the English
as a Second Language Program currently provided by First Baptist Pelham. We
are asked to bring a monetary donation for ESL so Bibles can be purchased. We hope to see you there.
… Gary Blanton and family in the death of his father, Barney Blanton.
… Chris Boutwell and family in the death of his father.
… Tara Watts and family in the death of her father, Glenn Ryan.
… Friends and family of Pat Littlefield in his recent death.
… Betty Elliott and family in the death of her sister Martha Hicks.
… Friends and family of Florence Strickland in her recent death.
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Welcome New Members

Not Pictured:
Walt Holmes
(by Statement)

Landon Elsberry
(for baptism)

Laiken and Tyler Blackwell
(by letter)

At Left, left to right:
Kimberly, Ashley and John Braswell
(by letter)
Makenzee Braswell
(for baptism)

Activities/Outreach Ministries
Upward Awards Celebration will be Sunday, February 3rd at 3:00 PM in the Sanctuary. This is an event for the whole church, not just for Upward players and families. It is a great
opportunity for our First Baptist Family to make our Upward guests
feel welcome. We will have games and door prizes, and you will get
to see this year’s crop of Upward Basketball and Cheerleading Stars.
I wanted to publicly say thank you to all who have helped with Upward this year. It takes almost 100 volunteers to make each Saturday happen. Coaches, Asst. Coaches, set-up, clean-up, concessions, tech, scoreboard and scorebook keepers, staff for half time devotions are some of the jobs we fill each Saturday.
Some of our volunteers do multiple jobs, some stay for hours, a few all day. This is a tremendous outreach event for our church; we see it as a short term mission opportunity. Thank you and I love you.
												
—Donnie Sisk
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Prayer Time
Sunday School & Morning Worship
KIDS Church (Elementary)
Wigglin Worship (3K-5K)
FW Friends, Bible Drills,
Youth D-Groups (6th-12th Grade in Annex)
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WEDNESDAY SCHEDULE

4:45 PM Dinner at the Annex by Reservation
5:30 PM Preschool Choir, Children’s Choir, Band Rehearsal
6:15 PM Preschool CREW, Children’s CREW, RIOT for Students and
The Midweek Gathering Worship Service
7:15 PM Choir Rehearsal
8:30 PM Band Rehearsal

February Pastoral Staff Weekend On-call Rotation
February 3-4 - Matt Wright - 538-6081			
February 10-11 - Randy Atkinson - 482-4044		
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SUNDAY SCHEDULE
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1		
2		
Upward Baskeetball
Games (A)
First Game: 8:30
Last Game: 5:30

		

5 PM
American Heritage
Girls”
3 PM
Upward Celeration
(S)
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February 17-18 - Jonathan Williams - 223-4277
February 24-25 - Brett Fuller - 972-809-6163
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Wednesday Night Meals

CHURCH STAFF

Dr. Daven Watkins, Senior Pastor
Rev. Don Dixon, Administrative Pastor
Rev. Brett Fuller, Worship Pastor
Rev. Donnie Sisk, Assoc. Pastor:Activities/Outreach
Rev. Jonathan Williams, Preschool/Children’s Director
Rev. Matt Wright, Student Pastor
Dr. Randy Atkinson, Associate Pastor: Senior Adults

Church Family Meal at 4:45 p.m.
Please check the First Baptist Church of
Pelham website and/or your Sunday
bulletin for current menus.
Prices: Adults - - - - - - - - - - - - $ 5.00
Children (12 and under) - $ 3.50

GENERAL INFORMATION

Reservations:
Before noon on Monday (no exceptions, please)
Standing reservations payable in advance monthly
Serving time: 4:45-5:45 PM
This is a volunteer, self-supporting ministry (non-profit) from our
church cook team.
(Complimentary dinner for 1st time visitors by reservation.)

		
		
On Love.....
“True love for Christ will mean hatred of sin.”
				
John Benton
“You never so touch the ocean of God’s love as
when you forgive and love your enemies.”
				
Corrie ten Boom

		

“We are called upon to reflect the love of God as much
in trial as in tranquility.”
John Blanchard

Office Hours: Monday-Friday, 8:00-5:00
Church Office Phone: 664-0237
Children’s Offices: 216-0028
HOPE Center: 663-2779
Kindergarten/Mom’s Day Out: 663-7455
Sunday School Annex: 620-5228
(All phones are area code 205)
Website - www.fbcpelham.org
Pelham Vision is published one time per month. Items
for publication are accepted on a space-available basis and
are subject to Post Office regulations for our class of mail.
Please submit in writing or email pat@fbcpelham.org.
No phone submissions, please.
Pelham Vision exists to inform and to show the Good
News in action.
Check out all our activities and read us online at
www.fbcpelham.org.
		

