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“Flatter me, and I may not believe you;
criticize me, and I may not like you;

ignore me, and I may not forgive you;
but encourage me, and I will never forget you!”

—William Arthur



2   A Word from Our Pastor

Dear FBC Pelham Faith Family,
 
 This month America will celebrate her 243rd birthday.  
This is the time of year when we bring out the red, white, and 
blue streamers, light the sparklers, and set off the fireworks all 
in an effort to celebrate freedom.  As Christians, freedom is 
foundational to our faith.  The freedom I am referring to is not 
financial freedom even though much of the American dream 
consists of making enough money to retire early, travel the world, 
and purchase anything your heart desires.  This freedom to which 
I am referring is not political freedom where armies fight for 
democracy and lawmakers are charged by the people to uphold 
the truth that all men are created equal and are endowed by their 
Creator with certain inalienable rights among them are life, liberty, 
and the pursuit of happiness. This freedom is not even parental freedom, which is expressed by 
every eighteen year old who leaves home, enters the workforce, or begins his college experience 
and upon realizing that his parents are no longer looking over his every move says in the words 
of Martin Luther King, Jr., “Free at last, free at last, thank God Almighty I am free at last.”  The 
freedom that is foundational to our faith is more lucrative than financial freedom, more liberating 
than political freedom, and yes even more glorious than parental freedom.  We are free because 
of the accomplished work of Jesus on the cross.  We are free because Jesus bore our sin so that 
we might experience his life.  We are free because the tomb is empty.  We are free because Jesus 
paid it all and all to him I owe – sin had left a crimson stain but he washed it white as snow!  In 
the midst of all the picnics, parties, and family gatherings where freedom is remembered and 
celebrated, don’t fail to stop and give thanks for the freedom we have in Christ.  If the Son has 
set you free, then you are free indeed!   
 This month we remember the mission teams that have been sent from this congregation to 
actively proclaim this freedom to those bound in the shackles of sin.  Be praying for the mission 
teams traveling to Uganda, Honduras, and Louisville as well as the UNITE mission trip for our 
students here in Pelham and remember our children traveling to Jr. Kids Camp later this month.  
Also during this month of July we will be collecting items and money for the Disaster Relief 
Totes as we did this time last year.  More information and details regarding the Totes will be 
coming in the weekly bulletins.
 Have a great week and I look forward to seeing you Sunday as we continue our summer 
sermon series entitled Preaching Christ.  Regardless of text or topic, the Bible only comes into 
focus through the lens of the accomplished work of Jesus Christ on the cross.  As the Apostle 
Paul testified, we are a people who preach Christ and him crucified.  It is only in him, through 
him, and by him that we find true freedom!  See you Sunday!
 
Your Pastor and Friend,
Daven    
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 Senior Adult Ministry

 Worship Ministry

     This article marks six months together as Legacy leader and Legacy legion. Thank you for 
your warm welcome, hospitality, support, encouragement and prayer. Keep it up. One ongoing request 
is this: please keep helping me put names and faces together and forgive me when I blow it.  
      Our big event for June was VBS crafts and I had a wonderful time. I appreciate all who joined 
in to make this another successful year for senior adults to support kids and their families.
 July will hold two special opportunities. July 9 we will gather once again for our monthly 
luncheon in the Annex. We did not have a luncheon the last two months due to other activities, so I look 
forward to gathering again in the middle of the summer for 
food and fellowship. Time as always will be 11:00 am. Watch 
for information in your Sunday bulletin and/or Sunday School 
class and listen for contact via phone, text or email from the 
committee to know all the final details for this event.
 Also, we are almost certain that a group from New 
Orleans will visit us at the end of July. We served a very 
special lady there this year and she hopes to bring a group of 
musicians to show appreciation and minister to us. We will be their hosts so watch for further details so 
that you can help and enjoy this special opportunity.
 Finally, August 13 we will enjoy a picnic at Indian Springs Pavillion. More details on that will 
be forthcoming. For now SAVE THE DATE!              —Bro. Randy

 As we enter the month of July, the Worship Ministry will enjoy a small break from our normal Wednesday 
rehearsal schedule. During this time, I begin to really turn my attention towards the fall and Christmas music. I 
would LOVE to have you join us this fall, as we race towards Christmas. In fact, we will “reveal” the Christmas 
music and program outline on Wednesday, August 7, from 6:30 – 7:45 p.m. Not only 
will we have an awesome time singing, but we’ll also enjoy one of our favorite fel-
lowship events of the year: Christmas music and incredible food! This is an event 
that you will not want to miss. I hope you’ll consider visiting our rehearsal on the 7th.

 Finally, our regular fall schedule will resume on Wednesday, August 14, with 
our mid-week service, “The Gathering” at 6:15 p.m. Once again, our choir and band will give weekly leader-

ship in this service.  I am currently looking for new musicians to join 
our team. Maybe you’re sitting in our fellowship and you play gui-
tar, drums, or keys, and have always wanted to a part of our worship 
band. Now is the time to join! Please contact me here in the Worship 
office at bfuller@fbcpelham.org if you’re interested in learning more.
 Cathy and I love you!! We look forward to seeing you in worship!  
                  —Brett
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Activities/Outreach Ministries

Children’s Ministry 

 June was a very busy month. Thanks to everyone who helped out with Crossover. We were 
able to reach 3,760 homes, 13 Salvations, 437 Gospel conversations, and we prayed for 556 fami-
lies. We also took a team to the Southern Baptist Convention, so I wanted to say thank you to those 
who were greeters and ushers. We had a great Kidz Kamp with 76 4th-6th graders and adults, and 
we had a wonderful week of Bible school.
 July is the month for our Jr. Kidz Kamp. This camp is for 1st-3rd graders and takes place 
at Tishomingo State Park. It’s loads of fun. July 16th through 18th are the dates. The cost for camp-
ers is $125.00. Please be in prayer for us. Pray for safety, good weather, listening ears and tender 

hearts. If you’d like to sponsor, or partially sponsor a child, please 
contact Donnie Sisk
 First Family Feud - In August, we are having a covered dish 
family night. We will start the meal at 5 PM and play Family Feud at 6 
PM on August 4th. It will be lots of fun. Please plan to come join us. 
                     — Donnie

 VBS was a Success! A big THANK YOU to everyone who served 
this year. We are grateful for your time, your talents, and your faithfulness.  
Because of  the efforts of our VBS kids going door to door, hosting lemonade 
stands, and pestering grandparents, we once again surpassed our Neverthirst 
Goal! We raised over $5,300 and are going to build another well! Thanks to 

everyone who contributed.
 What About Wednesdays will 
return on July 10th with activities 
for 3K-5th Grade. It’s not too late 
to join the fun! Registration pack-
ets are available in the Children’s 
Wing gathering area.
 Now, we turn to the fall, and re-
cruiting for our Sunday Morning programs. We have dynamic 
teaching materials for both our Preschool and Children’s depart-
ments, with easy to follow lessons, crafts, games, and more. Fu-
ture pastors, missionaries and evangelists are here, in our Chil-
dren’s Wing, every Sunday. All they need is you.  Email me at 
jwilliams@fbcpelham.org if you would like to know more.  
    We also have some spots open in our Worship Care Ministry at 
10:45. Come downstairs and join the fun! It’s an excellent train-
ing ground for newly marrieds, or a refresher course for soon 
to be grandparents. Email Carole at ctrimble@fbcpelham.org to 
join our rotation.        —Jonathan
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 “I don’t love her anymore.” “I love him but I’m not in love with him.” These comments are 
often made by individuals who are disillusioned by the downward spiral of their marriage. What hap-
pens and is it possible to regain that loving feeling? 
 What happens? Early in a relationship individuals are on their best behavior with thoughts 
toward the other and not themselves. They are more encouraging, loving, kind and polite. Once mar-
ried, the pressures of life settle in. They are more focused on life events rather 
than each other. As time goes by they tend to notice and focus more on the 
negative traits of their mate. The extra work that was put into pursuing the other 
comes to a stop. Couples in trouble fail to realize that marriage is a commitment 
to continually work on the relationship. If you don’t believe that, just ask Jacob 
who agreed to serve seven years for Rachel….. and this was only the beginning 
of his commitment to her, because he loved her so much (Genesis 29).
 Is it possible to regain that loving feeling? Absolutely it is; for we know that all things are 
possible with God. It starts with a commitment to God to do His will and a willingness to love your 
spouse. Once you have settled those two things in your heart, you begin the process of a work and 
service that will never end. Following are a few thoughts that come to mind.

continued on next page

 The Counselor’s Corner

  Couples … fail to  
  realize that marriage     
  is a commitment to    
  continually work on  
  the relationship.

 Can you believe it? Summer is halfway over! We have had a great first half in the 
Student Ministry. Our Summer Camp at the beach was awesome. Our students had a blast and 
encountered God in a very powerful way. By the time you read this, we will have also been on 
the mission trip to Memphis, TN. I know that God is going to do amazing things there. I am 
super excited to see what God has in store for us the rest of the summer. We have a lot going on.

 Wednesday Night Summer Bible Study is an exciting part of our summer in 
the Student Ministry. Our students really enjoy this time of in-depth Bible study and 
fellowship. It starts back July 17th. For more information, students need to pick up a 
flyer in the Annex.

 Unite is our Local Mission Trip. We are Uniting with 10 other churches 
in the area to serve all over Shelby County through construction, children’s 
ministry, and evangelism. The dates are July 10-13, with lodging in the Annex. 
I am looking forward to seeing how God will use us for His Glory.

      Lake Day is always a favorite for our students to hang out with each other 
and a great opportunity for me to throw them off an inner tube. I know that 
everyone will want to be at this one. 6th & 7th Graders will go July 22nd, 8th 
-10th graders will go July 23rd, and 11th &12th graders will go July 25th. 

Cost  is only $10. Sign up in the Annex.                            —Matt



6  Welcome, New Members

   Congratulations to: 
  …Abi and John McKay on the birth of Mary Frances McKay on June 4th, weighing 8 lb 7 oz and 
      measuring 20 1/2 inches. Proud big sister is Amelia. Grandparents are Allison & Bill Duke and 
      Polly & Harry McKay. Great grandmother is Jeanette Owens.
  …Sharon and Bill Dillahunty on the birth of their great grandson, Cade Butler, born on June 10th     
      to granddaughter Sydney and husband Lucas Butler. Cade weighed 6 lb 15 oz.

… Natalin Cleveland and 
  family in the death of her 
  father, Ray Hutcheson.

Debbie and Robert Ellis
(By Letter)

Not Pictured:
Shirley Scherer

(By Letter)

 Our Sympathy

The Conselor’s Corner, continued from previous page
 Begin focusing on positive traits of your spouse. It’s easy to see the negative but takes deter-
mination to focus on the positive. Remember those things that got your attention when you first fell 
in love. Recall that checklist you had when looking for your mate. That person is still there. Avoid the 
deceptive thought that you must have that excited, over the top experience every time you see him or 
her. Rather focus on the deeper love and commitment that follows as you both take comfort in being 
with the one who is deeply committed to you.
 Early in a relationship couples look for ways to be close. Everyday behaviors that include phys-
ical touch help to restore closeness, as well as that loving feeling. The largest body organ, the skin, is 
sensitive to the touch that can lead to a deeper emotional connection.
 Listen to how you talk to yourself about your spouse. Negative inner dialogue serves to pro-
mote anger and resentment. However, the opposite can occur by thinking positively about your mate. 
Rather than focusing on how you no longer love him or her, try telling yourself that you love because 
you choose to love, and you choose to see all the special things that make him or her unique and awe-
some. Remember, it is a work in progress that will give you more security in your love than you ever 
thought possible.                —Linda Story

Pam and Randy Willis
(By Statement)

Traci Morris
(For Baptism)

Sarah Coker
(by Letter)
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7 July Schedule

SUNDAY SCHEDULE 
7:00 AM   Prayer Time
8, 9:15, 10:45 AM  Sunday School
9:15, 10:45 AM Sunday School & Morning Worship
9:15 AM    KIDS Church (Elementary)
10:45 AM  Wigglin Worship (3K-5K)
  

July Pastoral Staff Weekend On-call Rotation
July 6-7 - Randy Atkinson - 482-4044  July 20-21 -  Brett Fuller - 972-809-6163
July 13-14 - Jonathan Williams - 223-4277 July 27-28 - Don Dixon - 504-0558

     Sunday        Monday          Tuesday     Wednesday Thursday      Friday    Saturday

WEDNESDAY SCHEDULE 
6:00 PM  What About Wednesdays for Children Resumes July 10
6:30 PM Youth In-Home Bible Studies Begin July 17
8:30 PM Band Rehearsal 
  
              

Q = Quad Room
A = Annex

6 PM
Finance Committee

6 PM 
Visitation

7 PM 
Deacons Meeting

Unite (Students - Service Projects) July 10-13

Jr. Kids Kamp - July 16-18

Ecuador Mission Trip
July 26-August 3

6 PM 
Visitation

6 PM 
Visitation

Embrace Louisville Mission Trip July 20-26

Students Go to
Barons Game

Lake Day
6th-7th Grade

Lake Day
8th-10th Grade

Lake Day
11th-12th Grade

6 PM 
Visitation

11 AM
Senior Adult 
Luncheon
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     Pelham Vision is published one time per month. Items 
for publication are accepted on a space-available basis and 
are subject to Post Office regulations for our class of mail. 
Please submit in writing or email pat@fbcpelham.org. 
No phone submissions, please.
     Pelham Vision exists to inform and to show the Good 
News in action.
     Check out all our activities and read us online at 
www.fbcpelham.org.                 

CHURCH STAFF
Dr. Daven Watkins, Senior Pastor
Rev. Don Dixon, Administrative Pastor
Rev. Brett Fuller, Worship Pastor
Rev. Donnie Sisk, Assoc. Pastor:Activities/Outreach
Rev. Jonathan Williams, Preschool/Children’s Director
Rev. Matt Wright, Student Pastor
Dr. Randy Atkinson, Associate Pastor: Senior Adults

GENERAL INFORMATION
Office Hours: Monday-Friday, 8:00-5:00
Church Office Phone: 664-0237
HOPE Center: 663-2779
Kindergarten/Mom’s Day Out: 663-7455
 (All phones are area code 205)
Website - www.fbcpelham.org 

2867 Pelham Parkway
Pelham, Alabama 35124-1728

Monthly publications are subject to change. Please check www.fbcpelham.org for the latest information.

CELL PHONE VS. BIBLE

  I wonder what would happen if we treated our 
 Bible like we treat our cell phone?
  What if we carried it around in our purses or
  pocket?
  What if we flipped through it several times a day?
  What if we turned back to go get it if we forgot it?
  What if we used it to receive messages from the 
 text?
  What if we treated it like we couldn’t live without   
   it?
  What if we gave it to kids as gifts?
  What if we used it when we traveled?
  What if we used it in case of emergency?

  Unlike our cell phone, we don’t have to worry   
 about our Bible being disconnected because   
 Jesus has already paid the bill.
  And no dropped calls.

  Makes us think … where is my Bible?
     —copied


