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“How we treat other people reveals
what we truly believe about God.”
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2   A Word from Our Pastor
Dear FBC Pelham Faith Family,

 Grace and peace to you!  I am so excited about Harvest Sunday!  
On Sunday, November 3 we will have a one-day crusade event during 
our morning worship services.  Both morning services will be strongly 
evangelistic and I pray that the house is filled to capacity!  In preparation 
for that day allow me to ask, Who’s Your 1?  Who is the one person in 
your sphere of influence who needs a relationship with Jesus?  Let me 
encourage you to bring that individual with you to church on that Sunday 
morning.  Also that evening marks our next Man-Up event.  We have 
been asking each man of our church to bring a friend who needs Christ.  
The evening service is a ticketed event.  At the writing of this article there 
are still tickets available.  The ticket cost is $22 and is good for you and 
your friend.  For all of the events on November 3 we have invited Jay Lowder, an evangelist from Texas, 
and Brandon Watkins, a worship leader from Kentucky, to lead us in both the morning and evening 
services.  This promises to be a great day and a tremendous Harvest that you will want to experience.
 On Sunday, November 17 we will host our next Discovery Class.  Discovery Class is for any 
new member or prospective member.  It is for any new believer or anyone curious about Christianity.  
This one-day seminar is held in the Annex and begins with a great lunch and concludes by 3:30 PM.  
During those three hours we discover who we are, what we believe, what you can expect from FBC 
Pelham, what the church expects from members, and we also discover a lot of fun facts about the history 
of the church, its various ministries, and ministers.  It is a highly informative yet intentionally informal 
experience.  Childcare is available for those who need it and you can sign up by visiting Pastor Donnie 
at the Welcome Desk on Sunday or by calling the church office to make a reservation.  I always look 
forward to meeting new friends at each Discovery Class.  
 Throughout the month of November we are collecting Operation Christmas Child shoeboxes.  
Our church goal is 1000 boxes.  Please visit the table in the foyer on Sunday, pick up a box, and return 
the filled shoebox no later than Sunday, November 17.  
 Also, allow me to conclude my article by saying that I thank God for you.  During this Thanksgiving 
season, I want you to know that I count it a high and holy privilege to serve as your pastor.  You are 
special to me and I thank you for your partnership in the Gospel ministry.  I love you!  

Your Pastor and Friend,
Daven          
     

Once again, we will be collecting food for the Shelby Baptist Association 
during the month of November. Everyone is encouraged to pick up a 
collection bag in the Gathering Area on Sundays. Take it shopping, fill 
it up, and return it to the church. A list of needed items is printed on the 
side of the bag. Deadline for returning the bags is November 24th.



3 Activities/Outreach Ministry

Preschool/Children’s Ministry

 We would like to thank everyone who volunteered, brought candy, cakes and cookies, and 
helped make our Family Fall Festival a success. We greatly appreciate your time and all the help. We 
couldn’t do it without you!
 Upward Basketball/Cheerleading has started! Practices begin this month and games will 
begin in December (7, 14, & 21), continue in January (4, 11, 18 & 25), and 
end February 1st. I hope you add Sunday, February 2nd to your calendar and 
make plans to join us for our Upward Celebration Sunday. We still have room 
for volunteers in greeters and concessions. If your SS class is looking for a 
missions event, you could pick a date and be our clean-up team for a Saturday.

 Discovery Class! If you are new to FBCP and want to know 
more about who we are, I hope you will join us for the next Discovery class on Sunday, 
November 17th after the 10:45 service in the Annex. This is a great class for those who have 
been visiting or who are already members. Pastor Daven does a great job communicating 
who we are and who we want to be. If you want more info, e-mail me at donniesisk@
fbcpelham.org.                                        —Donnie Sisk

 As we are heading into Thanksgiving, I am mindful of how thankful we should all be that God 
loved us so much that He sent His Son to die on the cross for each of us, that God is the creator of all 
things and that He is the reason we are alive.  I am thankful that God has given us His word and the 
freedom to openly study and live it out! 
 As we learn in James 1:22,  Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what 
it says.
 Take God’s Word and infuse it into your families.  Make the study of God’s word a priority in 
your family and live out the lessons that are learned.  Do as the Word says!   Our duty as parents is to 
make sure that our children are equipped to carry forward the Gospel and to be actively living out the 
scripture daily. My prayer is that God continue to make himself real to you and your family!  

Parents of new babies, we will have our 
next Parent & Child Dedication service 
on Sunday, November 17th. Please email 
Carole at ctrimble@fbcpelham.org to 
sign up.

WMU will meet on Monday, November 11th, at 10 AM in the Quad Room. Our speaker will be Valencia 
Rhodes, a house parent form our Alabama Baptist Children’s Homes. We will be collecting items for 
personal use and household goods for cleaning. All ladies are invited to attend and participate.

 WMU Meeting



4 Senior Adult Ministry 

 

 Two months remain in 2019 and some our best events and opportunities are ahead.
 By the time you read this our “FALL TRIP” will be completed. Plans are now to have an 
event like this every year almost certainly in the fall and as possible 
in the spring as well. Due to so many other events both within and 
outside the church, we may limit “BIG” trips to every other year. 
We will always try to give you six months or longer notice when 
these trips are planned so you can be sure to include them on your 
calendar.
 November and December luncheons both include special seasonal programs and menus.  
There will be further more detailed reminders, but know in advance that November will include turkey 
and dressing provided and December will follow the season with ham and sweet potato casserole 
provided. Dates are November 12 and December 10. See you there.
 Around 40 of us are set to go to Atlanta December 9 to work with OPERATION CHRISTMAS 
CHILD. We will depart the upper parking lot at 9 a.m. and plan to return by 9 p.m. Participants will 
be responsible for two meals on the road with no other planned expenses. It is not too late for you to 
sign up and be included in this exciting seasonal mission trip.
 Reserve the dates of March 22–27 for our annual Senior Adult Mission Trip to Mission Lab 
in New Orleans. We already have rooms reserved for 40 people and the opportunity to add to this as 
needed.
 May I also mention two ministries related to Senior Adults that could use your help. “Crafty 
Chicks” meets Mondays in the Quad Room and as the name suggests they work with their hands to 
produce items that will minister to others. Then “Cheergivers” works behind the scenes throughout 
the year. Again, as the name suggests they seek to minister to, encourage and bring Christlike “cheer” 
especially to the homebound in our church family. Both of these activities seek your prayer and could 
use many more people participating.  Give me a call or see me in person for more information and to 
find how you can get involved.
 Finally, THANK YOU for a warm and encouraging welcome to FBC Pelham this year and 
especially for your generosity and thoughtfulness during Minister Appreciation Month in October.  
Sharron and I are both delighted to be here and all the special gestures this past month just add to our 
excitement and commitment to the future.  THANKS again !!!!!          —Randy Atkinson

 Christmas Gift Shop
     The Shelby Baptist Association’s twenty-fifth annual Christmas Gift Shop will take 
place from December 2-18 at the gift shop location at 1819 18th Street in Calera. During 
those three weeks qualified families will receive clothing items and toys for their children, 
but most importantly they will hear about the most precious gift of Christmas, our Savior 
Jesus Christ. There will be a card in your bulletin Sunday, November 3, listing ways you 
can help in this “Jerusalem” mission opportunity. During the 2018 Christmas Gift Shop, 492 
children from 195 families received gifts, 42 people prayed to accept Christ as Lord and 
Savior, and 6 people rededicated their lives to Christ. 124 Bibles and 275 devotionals were 
given to families. Call Betty Elliott (335-8555) for more information.

   



5Worship Ministry
 It’s the most wonderful time of the year, and the Worship Ministry is in full Christmas preparation 
mode. I want to make you aware of some important dates and events that you will not want to miss.
 First, our preschool choir will present a short Thanksgiving program during the worship portion 
of the Gathering on November 13, followed by a message from Pastor Daven. They have been working 
very hard, and I know you’ll want to be in The Gathering to support our little worship leaders.
 Next, our adult choir will combine with choirs and vocalists from 10 Shelby County churches 
to form a community mass choir for the Pelham Tree Lighting event on Thursday, December 5. In an 
effort to change the format for 2019, Mayor Waters has challenged local churches to combine our wor-
ship ministries to lead our city during this event. This truly is a “Kingdom impacting” event, which 
will strengthen our community for Christ and encourage a partnership between our churches. I want 
to encourage you to come out to this family friendly event on December 5 at the Pelham Civic Center. 
Everything begins at 6:00 p.m.
 On Sunday December 8, we will present a multi-generational morning of worship. The platform 
and loft will be filled with children, students and adults leading our church body 
in worship, as we prepare to hear a powerful message from Pastor Daven. I want 
to encourage parents to continue making children’s choir a priority on Wednesday 
nights, as they prepare for the December 8 worship experience. If you have any 
student, grades 6-12, they are encouraged to join the adult choir on Wednesday eve-
nings following RIOT beginning at 7:45 p.m., to rehearse the music for the 8th.  
 Finally, the Adult Christmas Program will be on Sunday, December 15, at 
3:00 & 6:00 p.m. This year’s program is entitled “Proclaim!” You’ll hear incredible 
music, which will tell how the angels, the star and the cross all proclaim Christ! With a full orchestra 
and media elements, you’ll be encouraged with the message of Christmas. Who will you invite to join 
you on December 15?
 Cathy and I love you and we look forward to seeing you in Worship!          —Brett
  
       

Counselor’s Corner
 To hold someone in “high esteem” means that we see them as significant, important and valuable. To have 
“self-esteem” reflects how we feel about ourselves and our accomplishments. Successful children see themselves 
in a positive light, feel good about their abilities and are not afraid to step out and try new things. However, self-
esteem isn’t something a child is born with but rather acquires it from his or her environment. 
 When children receive encouragement from others, they learn that they are successful. When they receive 
love, care and quality time, they learn that they are valuable. These children continue to thrive in their positive 
environment. But children who have learning disorders, attention deficit disorders or other behavior disorders of 
childhood typically receive more negative attention because of their behavior. Just as positive feedback begets 
positive behavior and high self-esteem, negative feedback begets negative behavior and little to no self-esteem.
 Multiple studies have found that children whose parents focus on more positives than negatives have  
the most success when working with children with problematic behavior. In the counseling office, I use The Parent 
Management Training program (Alan E. Kazdin) which begins by teaching parents how to look for positives in 
all the negativity that surrounds their child both at home and school. The first step, “positive opposites,” involves 
focusing on the behavior you want the child to do and ignoring the negative behavior he is doing. The thought is 
that the children are always being told “stop running,” “don’t leave your toys in the middle of the floor” and “no, 
Continued on Page 6



6

Caroline Long
(For Baptism)

 Welcome New Members

Logan Family, in Order Pictured
Logan (For Baptism), Abrea and Michaela (By Letter),

Brenda (By Letter), Mike (For Baptism)

 Thank you
To Our Church Family,   
      I was asked what words I wanted on Ken’s nameplate. Ken and I agreed early on that we wanted our 
remembrance service to be kept simple, the focus not on ourselves but a service highlighting the gospel. So I 
followed that desire in choosing for his nameplate, “Servant of God.” “Servant of God,” three powerful words and 
yet most of us overlook them in our daily living. We have an awesome church that I believe highlights our need to 
be servants. It has been both Ken and my honor to be a part of this larger family of God. Thank you for stretching 
our minds and hearts to follow the lead of our staff and be “servants of God.”                      Much love,
                      Kathy Jordan

Nora Long
(For Baptism)

Warren and Cathy Sweeney
(By Statement)

Ella Kate Spann
(For Baptism)

 Counselor’s Corner continued from page 5

because I said so” (more negatives) and not typically being shown the opposite positive behavior. For example, 
some children when told “get your toys out of the middle of the floor” may simply move them to the side. 
Whereupon, they get into trouble again. It can be more helpful to show the child how you want him to pick up the 
toys or how you want him to walk through the house.
 Certainly there are some negative behaviors that you can’t ignore, but the truth is, most of those negative 
behaviors can be set aside in order to focus on the “positive opposites.” As mentioned earlier the more positive 
interactions a child has with their environment, the better their self-esteem. If you are a parent who has a child 
with behavior issues, try encouraging your child by “catching them doing something right” as opposed to doing 
something wrong.
   Remember you can’t encourage a child by giving negative comments. Telling a child, “Thank you for 
completing that chore, but you should have done it this way all along,” is not encouraging. It only serves to 
remind the child of how he or she failed. Ephesians 6:4 says, “….do not exasperate your children, but bring them 
up in the training and instruction of the Lord.” Exasperated children are frustrated and angry and get into trouble 
constantly. The negative feedback keeps them stuck in a negative cycle, which leads to low self-esteem, which 
leads to more negative behavior. A parent or guardian can work to change the child’s self-perceptions by changing 
how they interact with the child.  It’s a challenge that, when implemented consistently, leads to positive results. 
             —Linda Story  
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7 November Schedule

SUNDAY SCHEDULE 
7:00 AM   Prayer Time
8, 9:15, 10:45 AM  Sunday School
9:15, 10:45 AM Sunday School & Morning Worship
9:15 AM    KIDS Church (Elementary)
10:45 AM  Wigglin Worship (3K-5K)
5:00 PM  Elementary Bible Drill
  Preschool FW Friends 
  Adult D-Groups 

November Pastoral Staff Weekend On-call Rotation
November 2-3  - Don Dixon - 504-0558  November 16-17- Matt Wright - 538-6081
November 9-10 - Donnie Sisk - 567-7475   November 23-24 - Daven Watkins - 533-3694 

     Sunday        Monday          Tuesday     Wednesday Thursday      Friday    Saturday

WEDNESDAY SCHEDULE 
4:45 PM  Church Family Dinner in the Annex
5:30 PM  Children Choir, Band Rehearsal  
6:15 PM  Preschool Choir and CREW and Elementary CREW 
               The Wednesday Night Gathering, Student RIOT 
7:15 PM  Choir Rehearsal 
8:30 PM  Band Rehearsal 
  

6 PM
Finance Committee

6 PM 
Visitation

7 PM 
Deacons Meeting

6 PM 
Visitation

11 AM
Senior Adult 
Luncheon
(Annex)

6:30 PM
American Heritage

Girls

6 PM 
Visitation

10 AM
WMU

(Quad Room)

7 PM
ESL

7 PM
ESL 

7 PM
ESL 

6:30 PM
American Heritage

Girls

7 PM
ESL

Man Up Event
“Beast Feast”

$22 (For 2 Men)

Senior Adult Trip Monday-Thursday, November 4-7

Upward Basketball
Practices

Upward Basketball
Practices

Upward Basketball
Practices

Upward Basketball
Practices

Upward Basketball
Practices

Upward Basketball
Practices

Upward Basketball
Practices

Upward Basketball
Practices

Upward Basketball
Practices

“Harvest Sunday” 
with Jay Lowder
(High Attendance 

Day)

Parent/Baby
Dedication

Discovery Class

Last D-Groups

No PM Activities

Last Gathering

New York Mission Trip Novemer 21-25
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GENERAL INFORMATION
Office Hours: Monday-Friday, 8:00-5:00
Church Office Phone: 664-0237
HOPE Center: 663-2779
Kindergarten/Mom’s Day Out: 663-7455
 (All phones are area code 205)
Website - www.fbcpelham.org 

2867 Pelham Parkway
Pelham, Alabama 35124-1728

Monthly publications are subject to change. Please check www.fbcpelham.org for the latest information.

Wednesday Night Meals 

Church Family Meal at 4:45 p.m.

Please check the First Baptist Church of 
Pelham website and/or your Sunday 
bulletin for current menus.

Prices: Adults - - - - - - - - - - - - $  5.00
 Children (12 and under) -  $  3.50

Reservations: 
 Before noon on Monday (no exceptions, please)

This is a volunteer, self-supporting ministry (non-profit) from 
our church cook team.
(Complimentary dinner for 1st time visitors by reservation.)
  

     “God’s gifts are always geater than Satan’s  
       promises.”         Warren Wiersbe
            as told by Pastor Daven on
            Sunday, August 18, 2019
    “God never allows his children to sin 
      successfully.”      Pastor Daven on
            Wednesday, August 21, 2019


