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General Information

“Knowledge comes from information;
Wisdom leads to transformation.”
—Pastor Daven Watkins
Sunday, August 11, 2019

“ Mak i n g D i sc i p les for G lobal Im pac t”

A Word from Our Pastor
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Dear FBC Faith Family,

Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the LORD
Jesus Christ! We have had a great kick-off to the 2019 Fall Schedule.
We have launched into a new Sunday morning sermon series entitled
James: Passionate and Practical. We have resumed our slammed-packed
Wednesday Night ministry schedule including The Gathering at 6:15 PM
where we are studying the book of Judges. We had a tremendous high
attendance Sunday in August, enrolled more than 250 adults in one of
our 25 D-Groups, and our students had an epic RIOT Week experience.
Together we commissioned our Caring Well Challenge Team as we strive
to be a church safe for survivors and safe from abuse.
As we turn the calendar to September, allow me to mention three
events. First, on Sunday, September 8 we will host our next Discovery
Class. This one-day conference is for any new member or prospective member curious about FBC
Pelham. We begin with a great lunch at 12:00 in the Annex followed by a very informal yet highly
informational time discovering who we are, what we believe, and how you can get involved in the life
and ministry of the church. Childcare is available and we ask that you make a reservation for you and
your family. Please contact the church office or stop by and see Pastor Donnie at the Welcome Desk
this Sunday. Second, on Wednesday, September 11 we will use the Gathering service at 6:15 for a
special prayer and praise worship experience where we remember the historic events of this day and
recall God’s continued faithfulness. You don’t want to miss it. Third, on Sunday, September 29 we
have some unfinished business. You may recall that one of our 19 mission trips in 2019 included our
participation in Crossover Birmingham in conjunction with the SBC annual meeting this past June.
We were one of seven hub churches and we were given the responsibility of knocking on 5,000 doors
within a three mile radius of the church. Our turnout was not sufficient to complete the task; therefore,
we are doing Crossover 2.0! This time we are relying just on FBC Pelham folks to reach the 1300+
remaining homes. We need approximately 156 volunteers for Sunday, September 29. We will provide
lunch, train as we eat, and then go out in teams of 3 to share the Gospel. Let me encourage D-Groups to
make this their outreach project and discuss plans of doing this event as a group. If you are willing and
able to participate in Crossover 2.0 on Sunday afternoon September 29, please see Pastor Donnie at the
Welcome Desk this Sunday or simply call the church office.
May God bless you and keep you! May He make His face to shine upon you! See you soon and
often!!!
Your Pastor and Friend,
Daven

Education Ministry
Are you in a Sunday morning Bible study class? We want everyone to be a part of this vital
ministry. In September, we are attempting to average 50% of our total enrollment. So if you have
been missing your class or you have never enrolled in a class, make it a priority to get involved. If
you need information on available classes, you can find that information on the church website.

Worship Ministry
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This has been an incredible start to the fall season for our church. It’s great to be back to our regular
Wednesday evening schedule with the Mid-Week Gathering Worship Service & choir rehearsal following. Here
in the Worship Ministry, we’ve experienced incredible enthusiasm and momentum from all age groups.
As I mentioned in last month’s article, NOW is a perfect time to get involved in the Worship Ministry.
The Adult Choir is always looking for great friends to join our family. We’ve already begun looking ahead to the
Christmas season and it’s not too late to get involved. The Wednesday night schedule allows you to easily attend
the Mid-Week Gathering at 6:15 p.m. and then join us for rehearsal at 7:15 – 8:15 p.m. in the choir room. Childcare is provided throughout rehearsal.
We are also continuing to look for new musicians to join our worship band. Our mid-week service is a
great new opportunity for many of you to get plugged in. Maybe you’re sitting in our fellowship and you play
guitar, drums, or keys, and have always wanted to a part of our worship band. Now is the time to join.
Finally, I want to make you aware that “SoFree” from the University of Mobile will be
our special musical guest on Sunday morning, September 15. Pastor Daven will also continue
his sermon series in the Book of James. SoFree is an auditioned ensemble from the Roger
Breland Center for Performing Arts. This all female vocal team is in their eleventh year of
traveling nationally. The name of the group comes from John 8:36 which reads, “So if the Son
sets you free, you will be free indeed.” SoFree’s desire is to share that freedom in Christ in everything they do and
every song they sing. I’m confident that they will be a tremendous blessing for our church body, as they lead on
the 15th. Please contact Brenda Garner at bgarner@fbcpelham.org if you would be interested in serving as one
of the needed host homes for the students.
I pray that many of you will consider joining the Worship Ministry in the near future. Cathy and I love you
and we look forward to seeing you in worship. 							
Blessings
													
Brett

WMU Meeting
WMU will begin their semester with a meeting on September 9th at 10 AM in the Quad Room. Candace
McIntosh, Executive Director of Alabama WMU, will be the speaker for the day, informing us concerning
the Myers-Mallory State Mission Offering. Ladies of all ages will enjoy meeting Candace and hearing
what she has to say. The Myers-Mallory goal that has been set for our congregation is $3,500.

Oak Mountain Mission Harvest of Hope Luncheon
The 13th Annual Harvest of Hope Luncheon benefitting Oak Mountain Mission Ministries will be held
on Tuesday, September 10, 2019 at The Club. A silent auction will begin at 10 AM, with the luncheon at 11:30. 		
Founded in 2001, Oak Mountain Mission Ministries is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization which, through the
generosity of faith support churches, provides food, clothing, furniture and financial assistance to those in need in
homeless shelters, faith support churches and social service agencies. Everything is given to screened, qualified
clients at no charge. In 2018, Oak Mountain Mission had 6,490 interactions with families for assistance, and the
need is continuing to grow.
Support provided by Oak Mountain Mission is possible because of the generosity of faith communities,
donations, and the Harvest of Hope Luncheon which accounts for more than 30% of the mission’s funding. So
please, prayerfully consider attending Harvest of Hope. To sponsor a table or for more information, please contact
Oak Mountain Missions at 205-685-5757 or oakmtnmissions.com.
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Student Ministry

Activities/Outreach Ministries
Save the Date! Our Family Fall Festival will be on Sunday, October 27th from 3:00-5:30. More
details to come soon.
Upward Registration is Underway! To register for the 2019-2020 Upward Basketball/Cheerleading season, you can go online to https://registration.upward.org/UPW69250 or pick up a paper registration
packet from the church office. Early bird pricing is $80 and ends on October 10th. After that, the price
goes up to $90. If you are interested in being a coach or assistant coach, you can go online to https://registration.upward.org/UPW69250/volunteer or pick up a paper registration pack from the church office.
Coaches meeting times/dates are below:
		
Monday, Sept. 16 — 6:00 in the Annex — New Coaches’ Meeting
		
Tuesday, Sept. 17 — 6:00 in the Annex — Cheer Coaches’ Meeting
			
7:00 in the Annex — Returning Coaches’ Meeting
We are also offering three Basketball Academies to help your player get ready
for evaluations and the season. There is no cost for these, but you must call or e-mail Holly in the church
office to reserve your spot (hkelley@fbcpelham.org).
		
Monday, Sept. 23 — 6:00 — 1st-2nd Grade (boys and girls) Basketball Academy
		
Tuesday, Sept. 24 — 6:00 — 3rd-4th Grade (boys and girls) Basketball Academy
		
Thursday, Sept. 26 — 6:00 — 5th-8th Grade (boys and girls) Basketball Academy
We will be having evaluations on September 30th, October 1st, and October 3rd, with make-up
evaluations on October 10th (see website for specifics). We will begin practices on November 4th. Games
will begin on December 7th. Our awards night will be Sunday, February 2, 2020.		
—Donnie Sisk

Senior Adult Ministry
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Eight months have flown for me especially these last three of
summer 2019. We ended the summer with a picnic and while it was hot,
everyone seemed to enjoy the homemade desserts, ice cream and abundant
toppings.
As we move into the fall, here are a few of the plans: Sept 10—monthly luncheon with potluck
meal and a special guest soloist, 11 am; Oct 8—monthly luncheon with fried chicken furnished and
a guest soloist and pianist, 11 am; Nov 12—Thanksgiving meal with turkey and dressing furnished
and James Spann as the program, 11 am; Dec 10—Christmas meal with ham furnished and a musical
program provided by Eileen Mitchell of the Alabama Baptist State Board of Missions, 11 am.
November 4-7 has been set for a “Fall Leaf, Shopping, Dining Tour”. This will include four
days and three nights with stops in north AL, northwest GA, middle TN, and ending back in north
central AL for final stops of shopping and eating. A brochure is available giving more details and
information. Contact Bro. Randy if you are interested.
In addition, we hope to go to Atlanta to participate in the next level of preparing and distributing
shoeboxes for Samaritan’s Purse Operation Christmas Child. The plan is for this to take place early in
December as a one day bus trip/mission project.
Then if we can squeeze it into our calendars, we will take a couple of afternoons and evenings
locally and ride one of the church buses to go out for a meal and then ride through some Birmingham
area neighborhoods to observe the Christmas lights and decorations.
It’s going to be “good and busy”! Pray as plans develop and plan to be part of as much as you
can.												
Bro. Randy

Children’s Ministry
Promotion Sunday was a big success! We are so thankful for our roster
of Sunday School teachers this year. They work hard every week to prepare
and teach our children of all ages and stages. Please take some time to thank
these wonderful volunteers when you see them!
Preschool: Newborns—Emily Miller, Meka Jones, Cindy Morris, and
Melanie Howard; Babies—Shirley Hubbard and Ladi Casssimiro; Ones—
Andie Bell, Andrea Troxell, Carrie Davis, and Gisela Westerkamp; 2K—Jason and Marcia Walker,
Billy Barton, Amanda Long, and Selena Peters; 3K—Tara Chance, Larry and Janie Davis; 4K—Donna
Lemley, Kevin Ferrell, Brandy Firstbrook and Lauri Williams; 5K—Harold Hubbard, Adam and Chelsie Winterbottom. Our Preschool Director is Holly Gallagher.
Elementary: 1st Grade—Jared and Blakeley Spann; 2nd Grade A—Brenda and Trey Seale;
2nd Grade B—Suzie Cambron and Erin Coram; 3rd Grade A—Christie Williams, Marsha Yates and
Ryan Staniscavage; 3rd Grade B—Greg Westerkamp and Steve Martinez; 4th Grade Girls—Jennifer
Weltzin and Natalie Campbell; 4th Grade Boys—Peter Kolodziej, Jeff and Anna Marie Chapman; 5th
Grade Girls—Renee Jones and Connie Kolodziej; 5th Grade Boys—Steve McGill and Pete Curren. Our
Elementary Directors are Marsha Yates, Michele Fuller, Stephanie Pope, and Michael Davis.
Our Elementary children will be partnering with their parents for our Crossover Event on Sunday,
September 29th. Please mark your calendars now for this excellent one-day ministry opportunity for
your family! Be on the lookout for more information on how to sign up.			
—Jonathan
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Welcome our
New Member
Bailey Hood
(For Baptism)

Precepts Bible Study

A Precepts Bible study meets in our Quad
Room on Wednesday mornings. The
first meeting for this semester will be on
Wednesday, September 4th from 9:30 until
11:30. This group of ladies is studying the
book of Hebrews All ladies are welcome.

Congratulations to:
Stephanie and Richard Wilkins on the birth of Liam Oliver Wilkins on August 12th.
Norma and Ron Koonce on the birth of their granddaughter Alex Elizabeth Koonce on August 22nd
weighing 7 lb 6 oz and measuring 20 inches. Parents are Sarah and David Koonce.

… Vickie and Joseph Tallent and family and friends of Mike Tallent in his
homegoing on August 5th.
… Linda Jarvis and family in the passing of her daughter-in-law Erica Jarvis
on August 8th.

Thoughts on Labor Day
The Bible affirms the importance of work. Adam was put in the garden “to till and keep it.”
In the fourth commandment we are told to “Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy.” Then
we read: “Six days you shall labor and do all your work” (Exodus 20:8-9 NRSV).
Work is important for us. It allows us to use our talents, our minds and our strength to create and
bring forth the “fruits” of our labor. Work satisfies an inner need to make a positive contribution to the
world. Work helps to bring satisfaction and fulfillment to us as we use our lives for good and uplifting
purposes. It is a way of exercising good stewardship of the personal gifts God has given to us: our brain
power, our physical strength, our special talents.
Since we have the privilege of being “workers together with God” it seems fitting that we set aside
one day a year to think about the goodness and dignity of work. Therefore, let us joyfully celebrate Labor
Day.					
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _				
—copied
How do we know if we are doing the work we are meant (or called) to do? The clue is whether
we feel joy when we carry out our daily duties. There is no joy if we agonize daily because our particular
laboring leaves us unfulfilled and restless. Our mental and spiritual health might demand a change.
Christians believe that God has a plan for our lives. God has given us talents to do certain work.
When we are not doing the tasks we are suited for, we will probably be in some misery.
Workers who delight in their jobs can hardly wait to be productive. Many who love their work
find joy in what they accomplish and are able to say, “I’m glad that I’m able to serve God through my
work.”												
—Charles Ferrell

September Schedule
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

									
1
2
3
4

Church Campus
Closed
for Labor Day
No Evening
Activities
8		
Cookies for
First Responders
		

9		
10 AM
WMU
(Quad Room)

12:30
Discovery Class
(Annex)

16		

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

					
6
7		

5		

6:30 PM
American Heritage
Girls
7 PM
ESL
(English as a Second
Language)
Begins
10		

11		

11 AM
Senior Adult
Luncheon
(Annex)

6 PM
Visitation
15		

7

12

13		

14		

Women’s
Ministry
Game Night

7 PM
ESL
17		

18		

19

20		

21

Ireland Mission Trip September 17th - 24th
in our
AM Services
(See Page 3)

6 PM
Finance Committee

6:30 PM
American Heritage
Girls

7 PM
Deacons Meeting

7 PM
ESL

22		
23		
			

24		

25		
		

26

		

27		
		

28		

Upward Basketball Academy Sept. 23rd, 24th, 26th

6 PM
Visitation
29		

7 PM
ESL

5:30
Church Business
Meeting (Annex)

30

Crossover 2.0

6 PM
Visitation

SUNDAY SCHEDULE
7:00 AM 		
8, 9:15, 10:45 AM
9:15, 10:45 AM
9:15 AM
10:45 AM
5:00 PM		
		
		

Prayer Time
Sunday School
Sunday School & Morning Worship
KIDS Church (Elementary)
Wigglin Worship (3K-5K)
Elementary Bible Drill
Preschool FW Friends
Adult D-Groups

WEDNESDAY SCHEDULE

4:45 PM Church Family Dinner in the Annex
5:30 PM Children Choir, Band Rehearsal
6:15 PM Preschool Choir and CREW and Elementary CREW
The Wednesday Night Gathering, Student RIOT
7:15 PM Choir Rehearsal
8:30 PM Band Rehearsal

September Pastoral Staff Weekend On-call Rotation
September 2 - Jonathan Williams - 223-4277		
September 14-15- Don Dixon - 504-0558
September 7-8 - Brett Fuller - 972-809-6163		
September 21-22- Donnie Sisk - 620-1157, 567-7475
			
September 28-29 - Matt Wright - 538-6081
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Wednesday Night Meals
Church Family Meal at 4:45 p.m.
Beginning August 14
Please check the First Baptist Church of
Pelham website and/or your Sunday
bulletin for current menus.
Prices: Adults - - - - - - - - - - - - $
5.00
Children (12 and under) - $ 3.50
Reservations:
Before noon on Monday (no exceptions, please)
Standing reservations payable in advance monthly
Serving time: 4:45-5:45 PM - May 1 and May 8 only
This is a volunteer, self-supporting ministry (non-profit) from
our church cook team.

“If you have no joy, there’s a leak in your
Christianity somewhere.”
			
—Billy Sunday

CHURCH STAFF

Dr. Daven Watkins, Senior Pastor
Rev. Don Dixon, Administrative Pastor
Rev. Brett Fuller, Worship Pastor
Rev. Donnie Sisk, Assoc. Pastor:Activities/Outreach
Rev. Jonathan Williams, Preschool/Children’s Director
Rev. Matt Wright, Student Pastor
Dr. Randy Atkinson, Associate Pastor: Senior Adults

GENERAL INFORMATION

Office Hours: Monday-Friday, 8:00-5:00
Church Office Phone: 664-0237
HOPE Center: 663-2779
Kindergarten/Mom’s Day Out: 663-7455
(All phones are area code 205)
Website - www.fbcpelham.org

Pelham Vision is published one time per month. Items
for publication are accepted on a space-available basis and
are subject to Post Office regulations for our class of mail.
Please submit in writing or email pat@fbcpelham.org.
No phone submissions, please.
Pelham Vision exists to inform and to show the Good
News in action.
Check out all our activities and read us online at
www.fbcpelham.org.
		

